Who Knew?

DAMN GOOD DOG

A Nose for Trouble

BEDBUGS BITE EVEN IF YOU SLEEP TIGHT, but the pests now  two were training detection dogs for contraband when a hotel
face an equally intractable, if cuter, foe: beagles. Red Coat Ser- staffer requested help with bedbugs, which have made an itchy
vices, based in Brookhaven, is the only company in Georgia  comeback thanks to global travel and reduced pesticides.
that specializes in employing four-legged workers to detect the “Atlanta is a transportation hub, and it’s easy for bedbugs to
pests. It then uses “remediation,” a nontoxic heat treatment, to  infiltrate luggage,” says John, whose company treats residential
eradicate them. “Beagles have a powerful nose and tenacity, and  spaces and more than thirty hotel conglomerates. These dogs,
they’re compact enough to squeeze behind headboards,” says  he adds, are hard-nosed pros, not pets—so no “Snoopy dances”

John Marratt, who owns Red Coat with his wife, Ashley. The  on the job. —CANDICE DYER
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ORI Watch a video of the beagles in action at atlantamagazine.com/agenda
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MEET ELIZA

BIRTHPLACE
Somewhere in
Alabama (She’s
a rescue dog.)

ON THE JOB
Since January
2014

STRENGTHS
“Her energy
level is most
impressive,”
says Ashley
Marratt.

HOBBIES
Like all working
dogs, Eliza
spends most
of her time off
sleeping.
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